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HER STARRING EXPERIENCES

JOHN KEMBLE was acting, with distinguished applause,
in Dublin, and mixing there in the best society, through-
out Mrs. Siddons's triumphant first winter in London. At
a dinner in the apartments of Walpole's friend, Captain Jephson,
the playwright equerry, in Dublin Castle, Lord Inchiquin
gave as a toast ' the matchless Siddons,' and, drawing from
his finger a ring, containing her portrait, set in diamonds, sent
it on a salver to Mr. Kemble, to desire his opinion of the
likeness. Where this was the preparative tone in dominant
circles, a starring visit was markedly ' indicated.'

Early in June, 1783, Mrs. Siddons, accompanied by Mr.
Siddons as her natural protector; William Brereton as a
'First Serious' subsidiary to Kemble; Francis Aickin, in-
valuable in such parts as needed to be ' manly, polite, earnest,
and sensible'; and one of her sisters, as her private and stage
confidante, crossed the Irish Channel. It was the first time
she had set foot on the sliding sea. " I never felt the majesty
of the Divine Creator so fully before. I was dreadfully sick,"
she wrote to Whalley, and, on the strength of her single
experience, proceeded to give her friend (a little wholesome
advice' against a similar capitulation. "Allways (you see
1 have forgot to spell) go to bed the instant you go on board,
for by lying horizontally, and keeping very quiet, you cheat
the sea of half its influence."

Her sufferings were not ended on her reaching the Dublin
landing-stage, on June i6th. The party arrived, after a stormy
passage, at 12.30 a.m. The rain was streaming down, and,
instead of being driven to a comfortable inn, Mrs. Siddons
and Miss Kemble, after spending an hour and a half in the
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